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Things to come...

May is an exceptionally busy month for the Knights.
Councils are likely wrapping up their Measure-Up
collection weekends. Some of our councils even do
something special for Mother’s Day like handing out
flowers or collecting donations for their local
pregnancy centers.

| hope you are as excited as | am about the upcoming
State Convention at the end of the month! We will have
two candidates running for the office of State Warden,
and it’s going to be an exciting weekend with lots of
hospitality. There’s still time to register. | can’t wait to
be there myself!

Your state officers have been busy too. As of this
writing out financial audit is almost complete. State
officer preparations for the convention are wrapping
up, and we start preparing for the next District Deputy
meeting and fraternal year starting July 1.

But there is still plenty of other work to do to finish this
fraternal year strong such as recruitment drives and
attending the upcoming FBEs (information on these
Fraternal Benefit Nights can be found in this issue).
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I have no doubt the councils in the Archdiocese will
finish strong this year. Why should your council care

about achieving Star? Because honestly who
wouldn’t want to belong to an award winning
council!

If you require assistance with submitting filling out your
Form SP-7, please do not hesitate to contact your
district deputy. They, like myself, are committed to
supporting you and your council in your pursuit of the
McGivney, Columbian, and/or Founders, and ultimately
Star Council awards.

| just wanted to take a moment to express my
gratitude for all the hard work and dedication you put
into your council, parish, community, and the growth of
our Order. | hope you have a wonderful Mother’s Day
weekend, and let’s send our love and blessings to all
the moms in our families, as well as those who are no
longer with us.

Vivat Jesus!

Michael J. Felerski — State Secretary
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Arch Growth Coordinator — North G th
Vic Lauterbach row

Worthy Brother Knights of the Arch,

As | write this message in the Octave of Easter, growth in the Arch was just average in March and April is
looking similar. We need a strong finish to the fraternal year to achieve our goals at the council, diocese
and state levels. That said, | feel that most of the thoughts about growth | could express have a “broken
record” quality. You have heard them all before.

To avoid that repetition, I'm going to talk about two important aspects of recruiting that | believe are often
overlooked. They are:

1. Getting to know the men of your parish (or parish family)
2. Understanding your council’s role in your parish (or parish family)

The first point seems obvious, but | want to look a bit deeper than just identifying a man who would be a
good knight. None of us act in isolation. Each man you talk to about the Knights is involved in many things
and has multiple ‘family’ groups that he relates to and who make demands on his time. Let’s take a look at
a fictitious example.

Young, Catholic man Charles White is not a member of the Knights of Columbus. He is 30 years old,
married for two years, and has one child, an infant daughter Christina. He and his wife Kristy plan to have
at least one more child. He has a 4-year college degree and a good job as a planner for a large logistics
company. He attends Mass regularly with his family.

You talk to him, and he expresses interest in the knights, but also a lack of “free time.” He says he’ll join
“‘eventually.” He seems like the “perfect” candidate! I'll just keep asking him, you think, and he’ll say yes
sooner or later. That’s probably true, but first, take a few minutes to consider Mr. White in the context of
your parish. Ask yourself some questions like these:

1. Where did he grow up? Is he local or did he just move to your parish.
2. Where did his wife grow up? Where do both their parents live? What about siblings?
3. Are they “cradle” Catholics or converts?

To answer these questions, you need to talk to him about his life. To avoid this sounding like an
interrogation or an intrusion, put it in the context of why you need young knights in your parish. Here are
some ideas that touch on this subject especially today during Beacons of Light:

* Is he concerned about having a local, family-friendly Mass to attend?
* Does he attend your parish because his parents do? Or other family members?

* Explain how parishes and councils relate, and the challenges we face (especially the purpose of
Beacons of Light, and its pitfalls. Those are looming large in the near future.)

* Explain how the knights today are a full-fledged family organization, not a men’s group.
* Explain that most Catholic men need help nurturing their faith life — the focus of COR!

* Explain the goal of our Insurance Program: financial security for his family’s future.
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Arch Growth Coordinator — North G th
Vic Lauterbach row

When you help Mr. White understand that by being a knight he is answering a call to improve himself,
improve his relationship with his wife, daughter and extended family, ensure their financial security, and
build a better parish for the future, you have just made him a knight, regardless of when he actually signs

up!

The second point grows directly from this conversation. To recruit the family, we must convince a man that
he is not alone! The role of your council is to support men in their faith. That is #1. Without men of faith,
our order dies out. Nothing else matters. It's that simple.

Take some time to explain that everything he sees knights do, every liturgy, every program, every parish
event is a means to achieve that goal! Fish fries are not about fish. Clothing drives are not about numbers
of donations. We are called to charity because it is through true charity that our brothers deepen their faith,
discover how faith transforms lives, and become united with others through shared experiences in both
council and parish! Remember the words of the exemplification,

“Charity moves the heart to comfort and console, advise and instruct, bear and forgive. In God and with
God, we love even those we do not know. This is the charity that evangelizes. This is the charity that
gladdens the heart.”

Men with glad hearts become active knights cheerfully and quickly learn to lead and inspire.

As we move through the Easter Season, 40 days when we celebrate the fulfillment of Christ’s Mission on
Earth and look forward to the “birthday” of the Church at Pentecost, we must remain focused on getting to
know the men of our parish. Only by becoming their friends can we inspire them to become our Brothers in
the Knights of Columbus!

Keep up the good work!

Vivat Jesus! Archdiocese status as of
04/30/2025

Fraternal Year
Growth Goal 2024-2025

Congratulations to the following councils who @@“’ 500
have met their 2024-2025 Growth Goal:

, 8° 375
2158 Fr. Kunkler (Minster)

3724 Fairborn
10215 St. Leonard (Centerville) &

4587 Saint Joseph (Miamisburg)
17092 Fr. Joseph Lutmer (Waynesville)

250

125

S

14408 St. Francis Desales (Lebanon) v
1195 Archbishop Elder do

14834 Salve Regina ©

16164 Mt St. Mary's Seminary
1162 Norwood (Holy Trinity)
10003 Fr John J. Wenzel, S.J. (Milford)
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State eMembership Director
Greg Singlar

Keep Ohio in the Circle of Honor

Ohio Brother Knights, we had a strong third quarter of membership Growth. Let us keep that going and keep
Ohio in the Circle of Honor for the second year in the row. State Deputy Jeff Kiliany wants to reward all the

councils for their hard work.

Any council that makes 130% of Council Growth Goal for the entire year will have option of either 16 x 20
unframed print of Blessed Fr. McGivney Icon or 24 x 36 Membership Drive Banner — Custom Council from
Knights Gear. Ohio membership goal of 2,000 new Brother Knights, we are 500 members away.

Blessed Fr. Mc Givney Icon

Fourth Quarter Member Incentive:

Membership Drive Banner

8% Knights of
<& Columbus

JOIN Us!

WHAT IT MEANS
KNIG

uncil Nam
Council Number

City & State

BB R

The Fourth Quarter Incentive runs from April 1% until June 30th. No reporting necessary, just bring in new Brother

Knights into Ohio!

Any council that brings in two members will entered into a drawing for $300.00. If your council brings in three
new members, it will receive a $25.00 Gift Card in addition to being entered in the $300 drawing. Any council that
brings in four or more members will receive a $50.00 Gift Card in addition to being entered in the $300 drawing.

Any District Deputy that brings in six or more members for his district will receive $50.00 Gift Card.

End of Fraternal Year Incentives:

Top Council in each diocese (Cincinnati, Columbus, Cleveland, Toledo, Steubenville, Youngstown) with the
highest Growth percentage intake for the 2024-25 Fraternal Year will receive $150.00 check. The top council with
Total new members in each diocese will receive a $100.00 check.

Bulletin Blurbs:

May

Unity has many meanings to it. Members of the Knights
of Columbus all know that with unity we can accomplish
far more than any of us could individually. So, we stick
together and we support one another. Want to be a part
of that? Go to kofcohio.org and click on Join Us. For
more information contact Grand Knight (name, phone,
email here).

June

Fraternity is the third principal of the order of the
Knights of Columbus. United by Baptism and the
Eucharist, we stand ready as brothers to bear one
another’s burdens. Where there is a spiritual or material
need, we assist one another by prayer, counsel and
practical support. With that, our Lord calls us to live in
fraternal communion, and to encourage one another.
Want to learn more and be a part of that? Go to
kofcohio.org and click on Join Us. For more information
contact Grand Knight (name, phone, email here).
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Fraternal
Benefits

Jason Staas — General Agent

Join us this May for two webinars presented by Knights of Columbus Chief Distribution
Officer and Senior Vice President of Field Management Joseph Monestere. These webinars
are part of our new Family Finance series, Foundations, designed to help investors make
informed decisions.

Register today to reserve your spot!

Wednesday, May 7, 2025, 8:00 PM ET

www.kocaa.org/mmyv

Ten Tips for Managing Market Volatility: How to approach market fluctuations in times of
uncertainty.

Wednesday, May 28, 2025, 8:00 PM ET

www.kocaa.org/success

Investing for Beginners: Planning for Success. Learn how systematic investing can help you
work toward a long-term goal of building wealth over time.

Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors is your premier partner for Catholic investing.
This event is open to the public, so please share it with others who may be interested.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Sincerely,

Jason Staas

Financial Advisor
Jason.Staas@kofc.org

No purchase is necessary. This event is for informational purposes only and does not constitute financial, tax
or legal advice. Visit the registration page for important additional information.

KoCAA is an SEC registered investment adviser that maintains a principal place of business in the State of
Connecticut. For information about KoCAA’s business operations, please consult the Firm’s Form ADV
disclosure documents, the most recent versions of which are available on the SEC’s Investment Adviser
Public Disclosure website at adviserinfo.sec.gov. KOCAA is a wholly owned subsidiary of KofC, one of the
world’s largest Catholic Lay Organizations. Investing involves risk and you may gain or lose money on your
investments. KoOCAA’s status as a Registered
Investment Adviser does not imply a certain level
2. Knightsof Catholic lnvesting of skill or training. For additional information visit

S KoCAA.com or write to
é o, kofcfunds @kofcassetadvisors.org.
Jason C. Staas L;t yc;ur faith guide
Financial Advisor 1 1
Smaam,:wl:f;r your financial decisions Nomlnate a Career Candldate
0: 800-484.0304
) LEARNMORED
https:iinfo. org/Meet-Ja Staas.htm|
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Fraternal
Benefits

Jason Staas — General Agent

Learn the Foundations of Investing with Two All-New Webinars
May 22 and May 28

ONLINE EVENTS FEATURING
Joseph Monestere

. Chief Distribution Officer

g and Senior Vice President

»

of Field Management

May 22: Ten Tips for Managing
Market Volatility

Please join us for two webinars presented
by Chief Distribution Officer and Senior Vice
President of Field Management Joseph

May 28: Investing for Beginners:
Planning for Success

Monestere. We're proud to introduce our
new Family Finance series, Foundations,

Z;n;:ijoitst.welping investors make informed Knights Of
Columbus
Asset Advisors®

RSVP today to reserve your spot.
Events are free and open to the general public.
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Order-wide Support Training

Entering new Officers and Directors into Member Management
Use of the Report of Officers chosen for the term
Use of the Service program personnel report

April 29, 2025 8:00 PM | Grand Knight Training: Part One

The Grand Knight Training: Part One webcast training is designed to help you become a successful leader. You will
learn duties and responsibilities, how to engage your fellow officers, the method to form your council into a team, tips for
working with other councils on larger initiatives, and what it takes to be the “go-to guys” for your pastor. In addition, you
will discover what it takes to make charitable works the focus of your council and make it the premier parish organization
for all eligible Catholic men to join.

Register

May 8, 2025 8:00 PM | District Deputy Training Part One

District Deputy Basics Part One will cover a basic understanding of the role of District Deputy. ltems like what is a
District Deputy, who they represent, who they report to, and who District Deputies serve will be covered. This webinar
we also talk about some resources you should have knowledge of and understand their contents.

Register

May 14, 2025 8:00 PM | Grand Knight Training: Part Two

This training is designed to help you become a successful leader. This webcast will focus on two key management
topics for Grand Knights: Growth and Programs. We will present several management tools and strategies that will
empower all Grand Knights to become successful leaders.

Register

May 20, 2025 8:00 PM| Completing the Report of Officers Chosen for the Term and
the Service Program Personnel Report Forms

Each Council in the order is mandated to hold elections annually between May 1st and June 15th. After these elections,
this webcast will help officers to notify Supreme of the results and to start the communication process with these
officers. This training will also explain how to enter the annual appointed positions that need to be given to Supreme to
fill the required director positions, including:

Register

May 27, 2025 10:00 PM | Fraternal Year Transition Tips for Councils

We will review best practices for putting the finishing touches on the current Fraternal Year, handing over the
administration, operation and leadership to the next team, and preparing for the new Columbian year.

Reqgister
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You Don’t Need a Chaplain F .
Fr. Dale Peterka ratermty

Some Knights of Columbus councils have a chaplain, a priest who leads prayer at every meeting, often gives brief talks on
various subjects and writes a column for the monthly newsletter. He encourages corporate communion Sundays and other
spiritual activities in the council throughout the year...

The chaplain brings the council to prayer. He reinforces the Catholic nature and function of our society. He is essential. Our
state councils and supreme council would never be without a priest or bishop as chaplain.

Some councils do not have a chaplain. Chaplains are hard to find. Priests are often not available on meeting nights,
especially those priests who are pastors of several parishes. Even retired priests have evening activities that fill up their
schedules.

Being a K of C chaplain is a huge commitment for a priest. It means scheduling one or two nights a month. Every month.
Usually for years! It means preparation for meeting nights. It means travel time and fuel costs.

At the meeting, chaplains sit and listen as council activities are planned and budgets are hammered out. Doesn’t Father get
enough of that in the parish?

And so an invitation to become a council chaplain is about as welcome as an invitation to judge the sixth grade talent show —
every month!

The secret of getting a priest for your council is: invite him one-event-at-a-time! Here are some ideas for solving the priest/
chaplain problem in your council.

1. Ask your priest for an annual Memorial Mass. A Mass for anniversary couples. A Mass in honor of Fr. McGivney.
Committing to a special Mass is much easier than making a permanent monthly commitment.

Mass at the K of C hall should be discouraged for several reasons.

The priest is the one who has to prepare and bring vestments, vessels, hosts, wine and books to the hall for Mass,
load it all up after Mass and then unload everything when he returns to the rectory --hoping through it all that nothing
had been forgotten. | once celebrated Mass at a downtown hotel for the annual convention of the National Railway
Historical Society. Very embarrassing! | forgot to bring hosts!

The quality of these Eucharistic celebrations is usually marginal — poor music, poor sound system, shabby equipment.
A folding table for an altar. No altar cloth.

If your council has a “Mass kit” in the closet for such occasions, how old are those hosts?

2. Establish a “Pastor’s Roundtable”. A pastor is much more willing to commit time or effort if he knows the local knights
by name and by reputation. Local knights should be active parish members who often make repairs around the church
and school, volunteer to be ushers, teach religion classes, and serve and read at Sunday Mass.

3. Your priest will actually look forward to speaking to your group if the event sounds interesting. An obvious choice for an
icebreaker would be the priest’'s anniversary. Invite him to your meeting to talk about his experiences in the priesthood,
his vocation, some entertaining stories, or interesting people he has met along the way.

More serious subjects could follow later. Most Catholics haven’t been in a classroom since high school. They would be
interested in hearing about sacred scripture, basic morality or modern marriage prep.

4. Invite several priests to stage a roundtable discussion on some hot topic —preaching, church music, Catholic radio,
Catholic schools, the Catholic press, the Latin Mass, or fallen-away Catholics.
Be sure to open these events to all parishioners. Advertise these events in the parish bulletin and in other parishes.
There is no reason to hold such events at the council hall — especially if parking is limited there. It would be more
logical to feature your pastor at your parish hall — or even in church!
If your pastor is unwilling or unable to prepare a half-hour talk on St. Mark’s gospel or his seminary days, or his views
on Catholic candidates, find a priest who is! Or a deacon or religious. Or a teacher from a local high school or college.
Naturally you should invite your pastor to attend the talk and to welcome and introduce the speaker. Be sure to assign
one of your members as host to escort the visiting speaker for the evening. Don’t let your guest be a wallflower while
everyone clusters around chatting with friends.

Make sure that your brother knights come to the event as well. Remind them to come in their “Sunday” best. After all,
they will be on display as well as the speaker.

5. Nearby councils should be invited to cooperate in planning, advertising, and attendance. We are not in competition with
these people. We should welcome the chance to include our fellow knights.

The fact is: we need the clergy to be involved in our Columbian activities. Our priests add a layer of authenticity and
completeness— like a stamp on a first-class letter. Our present shortage of vocations only adds emphasis to the need to
create more involvement for our clergy in the Knights of Columbus, the Strong Right Arm of the

Church.

Fr. Dale Peterka is chaplain of Madonna Council 3891 in Cincinnati. He is a former Ohio state chaplain.
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Center and Rustic Hope.

New Event!

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin Council
#12359 organized and sponsored a
Knights of Columbus Hockey
Challenge on March 29-30 to promote
the sport of hockey by bringing
together athletes of all abilities —
including those with physical and
developmental disabilities. The event

Following the weekly school Mass, members
of Father James O. Byrne Knights of
Columbus Council 1592 presented a $2,000
check to Holy Rosary School. The donation
came from the K of C's annual German dinner
held in early March. Holy Rosary School
becomes the seventh organization to benefit
from the event joining Memorial High School
girls softball program, St. Marys Theater, the
St. Marys all-abilities park, Auglaize County
Crisis Center, Auglaize County Family Life

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin Council #12359 members participated in
a ‘Day of Service’ hosted by the St. Gregory the Great family of
parishes in March. The event consisted of 5 service projects with
participants supplying the labor to provide meals, food, toiletry kits,
and diapers to area food pantries and non-profits. Some numbers
illustrate what was accomplished: filled 4,464 bags of macaroni &
cheese equating to 26,784 meals, filled 400 bags of personal care

was organized by Community Director
Aaron Slusher and resulted in the

participation of 70 players of varying abilities. Archbishop Leibold Assembly #1621 provided a Color Guard to
open the event; pictured are Sir Knights Steve Feist, Frank Simms, FN Steve Yards, Tom Marvel, Paul Dadosky,

and Dave Buschle.

Knights from around the
Tri-State area prayed the
steps of Holy Cross-
Immaculata Church in
Mt. Adams on Good
Friday. This year was
the 165t Good Friday
Pilgrimage. When you
reach the church the
sacrament of
reconciliation is available
and the church is host to
a true relic of the Holy
Cross.

\Welcome to
Sioss - Smmaculata

et the City™

Saint Dominic Delhi Council
15533 held their annual Special
Population Free Throw along
with Stait Joseph of the Three
Rivers Council 11550 at
Margaret Rost School on
Friday, March 28, 2025.

Another successful Campton Food
& Clothing drive by Saint John the
Evangelist Council 13608. Shout

out to John Muennich and Dan
Markham for driving the truck down,
and to John Hredzak & Bill Keane
for driving down with Dave
Temming. Also, thanks to the 15

|S]oSrger o

At approximately 11:30pm the faithful
gather in Holy Cross-Immaculata
Church. Shortly before midnight the
Celebrant will begin the service and
then process (rain or shine) down the

the Celebrant will bless the steps and
pilgrims and ascend the steps reciting
the rosary. Pilgrims will climb the
steps continuously throughout Good
Friday into the night.

steps to St. Gregory St. At midnight | l:;:f'

YRSt o formatio,

" and Ohlessign availability

ITHL

Knights that helped upload the cars.

The council also presented a
$750.00 in checks to help purchase
food from God’s Pantry Food Bank
in Lexington who’s mission is to
supply food pantries in Kentucky
with discounted food.

products containing 4500 individual
items, repackaged over 12,000
disposable diapers into smaller packs.

Pictured are council members Ed Birck
and John Hunt - and Mike O’Neill, Jean

Desrosiers, and Dan Kopcha.

Te

o
513-942-Z0NE
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Facebook Page:

Dayton Chapter:
Cincinnati Chapter:
Facebook Page:

About The Arch...
A newsletter featuring relevant news and information for Knights in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati published
twelve times a year! It can be viewed and downloaded at:

Cincinnati Archdiocese
Quick Reference Guide 2024-2025

Web Sites...
State Council Website:

www.kofcohio.org

www.facebook.com/OhioKnightsOfColumbus/

www.daytonkofc.org

www.cincykofc.org

Search for: ArchCincykofc

http://www.daytonkofc.org/DayCh Arch Newsletter.html

Or at kofcohio.org > For Members > Diocesan Pages > Cincinnati

To subscribe for delivery directly to your email inbox, please contact Michael Thomas at:

michaeldthomas@aol.com

State Deputy

Jeffery Kiliany
559 Walnut Street
Leetonia, OH 44431

jtktg@yahoo.com

Matching Funds*

State Advocate Chris Sarka
7239 Winterbek Ave
New Albany, OH 43054-9097

c_sarka@hotmail.com

Returns

September 2025

Measure Up 2025*

State Warden Tony Offenberger
15200 Muskingum River Rd
Lowell OH 45744-7115

c_sarka@hotmail.com

Concluding this

month

Super Cash Bonanza*

State Treasurer Jim Maslach
4927 Autumnwood Ln
Brunswick, OH 44212

kofcikm@gmail.com

Final Turn-In
May 12, 2025

State Per Capita Payments*

State Secretary Michael Felerski
1580 Gelhot Dr. #234
Fairfield, OH 45014

mfelerski@icloud.com

Thank You

Support Our Seminarians*
Immediate Past State Deputy Mark Siracusa

15398 Silver Pine Court

Perrysburg OH 43551-12613
cuzzab52@gmail.com

State Growth Director

Andrew Nuckols
anuckols@cinci.rr.com

State Program Director

Ken Girt
girtken@sssnet.com

State Membership Retention Coordinator

Michael Freil
mcfreil2019@gmail.com

Your Delta Church
Drive & eMember
Experts!

Archdiocese Growth Team

Vic Lauterbach: North
vslauterbach@gmail.com

They are ready to
help you with your
recruitment efforts.

Mark F. Kosobud: Cincinnati
mkosobud@yahoo.com

District Deputy Coordinator
John Hoffman

JJHUSAO1@gmail.com

*Make Checks payable to: Ohio State Council Knights of Columbus
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